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New City Manager to Speak at Midtown Council
Greetings Midtowners!
Welcome back from Midtown’s summer vacation.

We’ll hold our monthly general meeting in person on Thursday,
September 14, at 7 pm.

The main speaker will be Ventura’s new City Manager Bill Ayub,
who will introduce himself to the community. He'll talk about his reasons for wanting to
lead the city and perhaps share some ideas he may have going forward. He will take
questions following his presentation.

Also on the agenda is Ventura Police Commander Ed (Ted) Caliento who will give an
update on recent police activity and offer suggestions to keep the community safe and
secure. He will also take questions afterwards.

Following Cmdr. Caliento, Jill Santos, will give a short presentation about the UC Dauvis,
Agriculture and Natural Resources (UCANR) Division, Environmental Stewards
Program.

Next on the agenda we will hear from Stephen (Schaf) Schafer, president of the San
Buenaventura Conservancy for Preservation, who will give an update on processing
the application to get Washington School on the National Register for Historic

Places. He will also report on a recent meeting where the Ventura Unified School
District took the first step for the State to be able to have the property, and four others,
declared as surplus.

The meeting will be held in Cooper Hall, adjacent to Grace Church at 65 S. MacMillan
Ave., Ventura. —Karen Flock

City to Fund Railroad Crossing Study

The Ventura City Council is taking
the first step toward a potential
pedestrian crossing of the railroad
tracks at Seaward Avenue in
Midtown Ventura. The council
approved Monday night a $175,000


https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/

railroad crossing study with
RailPros Inc., which is being
funded by the developers of the
nearby Haley Point Project.

The consultant will work with the
railroad track’s owner, Union
Pacific Railroad, the California
Public Utilities Commission and the
City of Ventura to evaluate
potential crossings. Among the
options being considered are an
overcrossing, undercrossing, at-
grade crossing or a connection to
the existing Seaward Avenue
roadway undercrossing.

“That's one of the most unsafe intersections or overpasses in the community, and
there's been several deaths there,” said Councilman Doug Halter. “It's really exciting to
see that we're actually investigating looking at how to make that a lot safer, a lot better
overpass.”

The crossing is being proposed for Channel Drive near Seaward Avenue, where
residents have historically crossed the tracks to get to Vista del Mar. Union Pacific
maintains people crossing the tracks is trespassing and fenced off access points in
Midtown Ventura, which were later removed.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council has advocated for safer railroad crossings
throughout Midtown for many years. The MVCC met with Union Pacific officials and
strongly recommended a crossing when the City Council approved Haley Point, a 72-
unit condominium project on Channel Drive in July 2021.—Gregg Mansfield

Midtown Businesses to Host Block Party

Several Midtown Ventura businesses are hosting a block party
from noon to 4 p.m. this Saturday at the corner of Main Street
and Santa Cruz Street. The event will feature a block-wide
scavenger hunt with prizes and drinks from Wildflower Winery.

The businesses participating include the recently openedPlant
Shop 805, Timbre Books, ArtHouse and Co., Singing Sun
Coffee and | Capelli Salon. The Santa Cruz Apartments
building has become a shinning retail hub for local small
businesses in Midtown Ventura.—Gregg Mansfield

An interim fire station is being
considered by the City of Ventura
near the intersection of Alessandro
Drive and Seaward Avenue in
Midtown Ventura. The station,
which would eventually become a
permanent facility, would be on
city-owned property that includes
above-ground tanks that the
Ventura Fire Department uses for
training.

If approved by the City Council at a
meeting in October, the interim
station would be the city’s seventh
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fire station. It would provide emergency services to Pierpoint neighborhood as well as
Midtown Ventura. Officials say the station is needed to reduce the high volume of calls
to existing fire stations, reduce response times and accommodate the 13 new
firefighter-paramedics Ventura Fire is hiring.

The city is planning to demolish and remove the abandoned water softening facility that
includes steel water storage tanks and underground piping. The interim fire station
living quarters would include approximately 2,900 square feet of interior floor space
configured within four modular units, officials said. The project is expected to cost $6.38
million, excluding the demolition and site preparation.—Gregg Mansfield

Take City Survey on Emergency Preparedness

Ventura residents, community stakeholders, and local
business owners are invited to participate in the City of
Ventura’s Evacuation Preparedness Community Survey
to enhance the safety and resiliency of community
members during life-threatening emergencies.

Evacuation Preparedness
COMMUNITY SURVEY

The 10-minute survey, available in English and Spanish,
is open for participation from September 5 through
October 3, 2023, providing respondents four weeks to
share feedback that directly influences the refinement of
current evacuation plans, allocation of resources, and
educational initiatives.

The survey will gather insights and opinions on all-hazards evacuation preparedness,
including familiarity with current evacuation routes, emergency shelters, transportation
options, preferred communication methods, and overall readiness.

The completed Emergency Evacuation Plan will be inclusive of diverse populations,
recognizing the needs of individuals with visual or hearing impairments, chronic
medical conditions, language barriers, disabilities, access, and functional needs.

To access the survey, visit CityofVentura.ca.gov/OES—Emily Graves, City of Ventura

MVCC Board Member Travels to Maui for Relief Help

On August 17, | got the call and was on the
plane three days later. | have been training
for the past two years with the Emergency
Pedagogy Without Borders (Notfall
Pedagogick Ohne Grenzen) founder, Bernd
Ruf. My first mission: Maui.

The organization was invited by native and
local community members on Maui. | used '
miles for one leg of my trip and a GoFundMe campaign to help with travel expenses.
Ventura artists and friends poured in with art supplies. While there, we worked with
children and families who were displaced and traumatized by the fires. The Emergency
Pedagogy Without Borders Team also trained a group of teachers to further the healing
work, which is an art-based, proven method to address trauma. The work helps
traumatized individuals process the event so that later there is much less chance of the
trauma to resurface as a disease.

The organization is based in Germany and has trauma teams all over the world. The
trained team members travel to both natural and man-made disasters to work with
children and have found that the adults find healing too. For more information go to nfp-
og.org.—Christine Burke
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