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City Recovery Efforts from the Thomas Fires

Greeting Midtowners-

And now the recovery begins. At the general meeting on February 8, we'll hear
about the Thomas Fire recovery fromJeff Lambert, Ventura Community
Development Director; and architect Laura Dunbar, participating in the proactive
efforts of design professionals to advance the recovery. We need to address the
needs of individual homeowners and also think long term about how we can
better protect our community from fires, which are sure to happen again.

I've resumed my regular hillside walks since the rain,
g and it's tragic to see the destruction in Midtown. Last
| week, we saw CalRecycle workers doing the work of
- fire debris removal. All removal should be completed
by April.

» The Thomas Fire impacted all of us. The impacts are
less obvious on businesses and people whose jobs
were impacted by the fire, including the gardeners, housecleaners and others who
worked at the homes that were lost. We should all make an extra effort to support
local businesses.

Immigrant-serving organizations in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties are
sponsoring a fund to provide disaster relief to local immigrant families who are
excluded from federal aid programs. Long-term housing is needed for low-
income people who lost their housing; if you can offer housing or have
suggestions, please contact Amy Luoma, with the Ventura County Continuum of
Care.

If you weren't able to attend the successful Thomas Fire Benefit Festival on
Saturday, February 3, you can contribute to the recovery in other ways, including
a cash donation to the United Way of Ventura County Thomas Fire Fund.

Hopefully we will get more rain this spring, and it's still important to think about
flood and erosion protection. Also on February 3, City and County experts
presented a Flood and Mud Preparedness Event and Expo, including what we can
do to get ready.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001anEIpCuCkFtWyuA6XF6A5schEZbFGIA5LjEEiojXzDbeyFI9rEo-k0qAgGhljIuWKNVxxTG7KpsjSFNLngauOA85s9e-xH_4lOynja7kk5yHC9uH3YGhpYJi0FXVBcrQ5h2nuAkobdZmS4hlOqYTkqztZ45UBYEf1EAt4jw0Wc4H1_ijdC6GtA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001anEIpCuCkFtWyuA6XF6A5schEZbFGIA5LjEEiojXzDbeyFI9rEo-k0qAgGhljIuW9hjrl70kKhl90goe40r1P6hm20kclcaSEJ3QJQ1OMZq2FSTt_pFUEwMAnSeMHV2TIUrdEA2EP6ualfpl1W6CRKjsJFnz1np3ZJ8nnfxtMktQvaIRE5hzNe7tsGHobUv08mdx2hhCVu6HO34jOCuUgIDun5Nfygk_EM5cO-yckYrh5DY1wSoLONibjLi6_owL&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001anEIpCuCkFtWyuA6XF6A5schEZbFGIA5LjEEiojXzDbeyFI9rEo-k0qAgGhljIuWSX8cUVJuzZXP3MId7QvcGPCp5c9IwbBA0X41gZ5X29QutDCHE7j3_5oGGsMwxb8PwsPsIXE3QA6L9u_uZ0z_OeDt4I70ezQeY0tSrsbpxprkkuwGNVh1bkOv0UEX1XqBAmhHCtKsm5Q=&c=&ch=

Ventura enacted a temporary emergency leaf blower ban on December 18 and it
was extended on January 22. Some people think it should be extended
permanently, but it's had a negative effect on the incomes of people who do this
work. What do you think?

One of the steps in recovery is dealing with the insurance company. United
Policyholders, a nonprofit whose mission is to be a trustworthy and useful
information resource and a respected voice for consumers of all types of
insurance, held a workshop locally on January 22. There are useful resources on
website

At the statewide level, Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones issued a formal notice
asking insurance companies to waive requirements for policyholders to provide a
detailed inventory of their losses; and another identifying the Thomas Fire as the
"proximate cause" of the Montecito mudslide and stating that insurers should
cover damage from it under fire policies. Jones hosted an Insurance Claims
Workshop on February 3 at Ventura College.

Together we are stronger! - Karen Flock

SEARCH DOGS TO THE RESCUE

Ventura County is home to the largest facility in the United States for training
search and rescue dogs.

The National Disaster Search Dog
Foundation (SDF) is a nonprofit, non-
governmental organization based in Santa
& Paula. Their mission is to strengthen

.. disaster response in America by rescuing
and recruiting dogs and partnering them
with firefighters and other first responders
to find people buried alive in the wreckage
of disasters.

: plpalB s e People all over the world saw the disaster
teams' work firsthand in live news reports of the recent Montecito mudslide.
Eighteen disaster teams (dogs and their handlers) worked feverishly to locate
people trapped by mud and debris. The teams brought back lessons and
experiences that will be extremely useful in future deployments. Lessons learned
will be incorporated into the program so that everyone is trained and ready to go
with the latest findings when the next disaster occurs.

But something else was going on while the 18 teams were working in Montecito.
On December 4 when the Thomas Fire broke out, SDF staff quickly realized that
their beautiful new training facility was in the path of the flames. As Denise

Sanders, communications and development officer of SDF put it, "We were used to
working the disaster, not being part of it."-Pamela Hazard
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001anEIpCuCkFtWyuA6XF6A5schEZbFGIA5LjEEiojXzDbeyFI9rEo-k7JT-aJqwgcoc_jcCKzQIwrL9W42gOJrMlgh_PoAXR_vXWu69bUwnRULdgdVuSISWUlD33AKmO8NwoptW-9D8T3q319c6QqQNQw8XBTEYMcD_4hlxrXhWH8xRxUMtnaqJXVmIlMwTRDWg2AzhUTwuQSMRWevTPkwU9RDboZfK6WMUkOOrigRXZc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001anEIpCuCkFtWyuA6XF6A5schEZbFGIA5LjEEiojXzDbeyFI9rEo-k7JT-aJqwgcohOM_tK3gw8-fTLMq8ZppDoqpKiuSRkerrbhxWQAH0RFu0Oa67r5Q4ZOvsQebvI1GAObAsKqw6YhysMyJ-tL2An1mkTNGdEuKaDkeDswUwk-9IluVGuCnfMefGlMLV1oXSbavJqmz6mS3z_FdwTUCmdRjrbMJg0EblJxhyXZ_ODYv5A0m59zb8KXPSFW2PlH568ffs1-5u6O5kt_7Tv8m3DPUBIv4PPSBc_7OyDR6nbWNCePV3sYXQw==&c=&ch=

Food Truck Friday Raises $1,500 for Fire Victims

The Pacific View Mall and Midtown Ventura Community Council donated more than
$1,500 to the United Way Thomas Fire fund in January.

Truck Friday on January 19 when first responders
were honored for efforts in battling the Thomas Fire,
f1 which destroyed nearly 1,100 homes and burned
281,900 acres.

. The money was raised from Midtown Ventura's Food

Both the mall and MVCC donated its proceeds from
the evening. Participating food and dessert trucks

pay of portion of their revenues from the evening. The next Food Truck Friday is
February 16.-Gregg Mansfield

City Council Allows Carl's Jr. Renovation

The Ventura City Council approved a major renovation of a Carl's Jr. fast-food
restaurant, overturning an earlier decision from the city's Design Review
Committee.

The restaurant at 2427 East Thompson Boulevard
will be remodeled with an added outdoor seating
= and landscaping improvements. At issue for the

B DRC was a drive isle in front of the restaurant did
not meeting corridor guidelines and a potential
hazard to pedestrians and bicyclists. The DRC
rejected it in May 2017.

The restaurant owner filed an appeal and in December the City Council overturned
the DRC decision with some conditions. The council reduced the drive isle width
and required additional landscape planters and pavers.-Gregg Mansfield

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY SET FOR FEBRUARY 16

Bring a friend to the next Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday on February 16 as
we thank the Ventura Fire Department for their efforts in fighting the Thomas Fire.

The event takes place from 5-9 pmin the Trader Joe's lot in Midtown Ventura.
More than a dozen gourmet dessert and food trucks participate, live music and
plenty of activities for the kids.

The fire department will have a display so please stop by and thank them. The Girl
Scouts will be at Food Truck Friday selling delicious cookies as part of their
yearly fundraiser. We will have one more additional that we'll announce on our
Facebook page.




MVCC Board of Directors

Karen Flock, Chair Gregg Mansfield, Vice Chair Nora Paulson, Secretary
805.850.2591 805.276.5135 805.320.8700

Pamela Hazard, Dan Long, Historic John Jones, Treasurer and
Corresponding Secretary Committee Co-Chair Community Pride Co-Chair
805.570.7423 805.653.6573 805.628.2520

Cherie Egbert, Community David Ferrin, Newsletter Rick Manzer, Historical
Pride Chair Chair Co-Chair

805.901.0090 805.653.5088 805.844.2291

NEXT MEETING

Thursday, February 8, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA

Thomas Fire Recovery Efforts—Jeff Lambert, Community Development Director,
City of Ventura

Building Industry Professionals & the Rebuilding Process-Laura Dunbar,
Ventura architect and contractor

Ventura Police Department

Website Agenda  Community Pride Food Trucks Resources About

Contact
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