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Police Chief, Expert Panel to Discuss Homelessness
Thursday at Special MVCC Meeting 

Greeting Midtowners-

The Midtown Ventura Community Council is hosting a special meeting to
explore solutions to homelessness. We'll be meeting on Thursday, June 7, at 7
p.m., a week earlier than our normal date to avoid conflicting with graduation
activities.
 
Four panelists will offer their perspectives. Then, attendees will have the
opportunity to ask questions. We will provide cards for questions to be
submitted in writing to the moderator.
 
Our panelists are:
 
Judy Alexandre, PhD in clinical psychology, is the Chair and longtime member of
the Ventura Social Services Task Force. Judy will address the 10 Year Plan to End
Homelessness, what has worked, and the priorities to address the issue. 
 
Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney will provide his insight about what the
Department sees on the streets, the Department's role, what they can and
cannot do, and their ideas about what improvements may help.
 
A formerly homeless local veteran will speak about how she became homeless,
what helped her to become housed again, and how the experience affected her
and her family.
 
Chris Russell, Homeless Services Manager with the Ventura County Human
Services Agency will talk about his experience working with the homeless, the
County's programs, and how the County partners with others to find solutions.
 
At our Food Truck Friday at the Pacific View Mall on Friday, May 18, the Midtown
Ventura Community Council was proud to honor the County staff who served all
of us so professionally and compassionately during the Thomas Fire and through
the lengthy recovery process.
 
Mike Pettit, assistant CEO of the County of Ventura, organized several
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departments and agencies to participate in Food Truck Friday and inform the
public.  
 
The Office of Emergency Services and Resource Management Agency provided
information on households assisted and resources used and still being harnessed
in the recovery process, and how to be alerted to an evacuation or emergency
in your area by enrolling with VC Alert.
 
Animal Control Services shared how they respond in an emergency. During the
Fire, they made sure that while people were fleeing their homes, their pets had
a safe and secure shelter.
 
The California HOPE program team also participated. We continue to hear from
people, both children and adults, who are still struggling with their feelings in
the aftermath of the fire. California HOPE of Ventura County is a federally
funded and trained community-based counseling program created to support
the community following the Thomas Fire.
 
The team provides specific services aimed at addressing the ongoing behavioral
health needs of the community in collaboration with Ventura County Behavioral
Health. California HOPE provides FREE confidential community-based
counseling, wellness education and referrals to appropriate supportive services.
You can learn more at venturracountyrecovers.org.
 
We also honored the Ventura County Fair, the base of operations for the fire.

Together we are stronger!

Karen Flock,
Chair

CORK PULLS THE PLUG ON MIDTOWN VENTURA
Eighteen months after opening its doors in
Midtown Ventura, Cork wine bar has closed
permanently, its owners confirmed in a
posting on their website.

"We are proud that for 18 months we
brought a fine establishment to Mid-Town
Ventura," wrote owners Diane Laird and
Alex Gonzales in a note on Cork Ventura's
website. "However since the Thomas
wildfire our business has had a tremendous
downturn. We truly appreciate all of our customers, vendors, friends and of
course our top notch staff. You will all be missed but we hope that we helped
create some great memories and new friendships.

"So Diane and I have decided to close our doors effective May 22, 2018. It is
with heavy hearts that we do this and know that it is one of the toughest
decisions we have ever made. So thank you all & we hope that you will continue
to Sip, Laugh and Repeat."
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The shop at Main and Santa Cruz streets opened with great promise in late 2016
after remodeling a vacant storefront. Cork offered food, wine and beer along
with space for parties. (The MVCC hosted its 2017 holiday party at Cork.) Brown
paper now covers the windows of the shuttered establishment.- Gregg
Mansfie ld

 Main Street Projects Get Mixed Reviews

A proposal to replace a gas station got
positive reviews but plans for a Starbucks
near Main Street and Mills Road was
received like a bad cup of coffee.

The city's Planning Commission and
Decision Review Committee reviewed the
projects in May, providing input about the
design. Even though the proposed gas
station and Starbucks are separate
projects, the development will remake

another corner of the busy intersection.

The owners of the service station proposed to demolish the building and
replace it with new gas pumps, a convenience store and a new car wash. Both
reviewing bodies had generally positive reviews about replacing the Mobil gas
station.

Adjacent to the service station, Starbucks wants to tear down an Arby's fast-
food restaurant and replace it with a drive-thru Starbucks. Both the DRC and
Planning Commission members had concerns about traffic at the busy
intersection and recommended that Starbucks do a traffic management study.
There was also opposition to Starbucks' request to raise the sign height for
increased visibility from Highway 101.

Both projects are still in the planning stages and will come back to the city for a
formal review.- Gregg Mansfie ld

Work Starting on Five Points Improvements
Work will start later this month to improve
pedestrian and bicycle access at the Five Points
Intersection in Midtown Ventura. Toro
Enterprises was the contractor selected for the
project where Main Street, Thompson
Boulevard and Telegraph Road intersect.

The project includes constructing two
signalized pedestrian crossings, installing
flashing beacon crossings on Thompson
Boulevard and creating access curb ramps, sidewalk and passageways through
the medians.



Pedestrians cannot legally cross from Main Street to Telegraph Road, and
bicyclists have their own challenges getting through the intersection on a signal
change.

The project is expected to be completed by August. Work will take place
between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Funding for the $770,000
project was paid for through grants, gas taxes and a city contribution.- Gregg
Mansfie ld

Join us! Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday on June 15 in the
Trader Joe's lot at Pacific View Mall from 5-9 pm
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SPECIAL MEETING
Thursday, June 7, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA
Forum: Solutions to Homelessness

Speakers:
Ken Corney, Ventura Police Chief
Judy Alexandre, Chair, Ventura Social Services Task Force
Chris Russell, Homeless Services Manager, Ventura County Humans Services
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