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Letter From the MVCC Chair ... 
It's an honor to serve as the Chair for the MVCC for the upcoming year. 
This year is the 20th anniversary of the MVCC, and we celebrated with a
barbecue earlier this month. We loved spending time with the community
and talking about what makes Midtown a special place.
 

Two Trees, in the hills above Midtown Ventura, is an iconic part of our logo, even if it
isn't exactly in Midtown.  On April 22, Earth Day, it actually became two trees again.
One of the trees, the only one that was part of the original 1898 planting, is dead. A
new tree was planted, and if you look closely, you can see it. It is on land that has
been acquired by the Rancho San Buenaventura Conservation Trust to be preserved in
perpetuity for open space and agriculture. Thanks
to Rich and Bonnie Atmore and the other
Trustees for making this happen.
 
At our general meeting on April 13, folks shared
some of their ideas about what they'd like to see
happen in Midtown. Appropriately enough, ideas
included more trees, bicycle and pedestrian
friendly streets, safe streets and beautification,
economic vitality, input into design of remodels,
completion of the Midtown Commons project, and
accessibility for disabled folks.
 
Also at the meeting, Community Development Director Jeff Lambert made a
presentation on new projects that are coming in Midtown and citywide.
 
The main projects in Midtown are the Community Memorial Hospital building, the
Community Memorial Hospital parking structure, the Ventura County Medical Center
building, the Marriott Hotel at Seaward and Highway, and the remodeling of
Yolanda's. Many were surprised at the amount of development that's happening or will
be soon. 
 
The City's 2005-2025 General Plan projected an annual growth rate of .88 percent,
and we're not growing that quickly. Through 2016, more than half way through the
period, 45 percent of the projected residential development is approved, under
construction or built, and only 20 percent is built.  The numbers for retail, office,
industrial, and hotel are lower. In the City's 2014-2021 Housing Element, need for
3,654 homes was projected. We're behind in meeting that need, including for low- and
very-low income homes, with only 84 built to date, and a need for 1,368.
 
Working together we can make a difference to make Midtown a better place to live,
work and play.-Karen Flock

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday


MVCC General Meeting Cancelled in May
The Midtown Ventura Community Council won't hold its general meeting on Thursday,
May 11, and will return to its regular schedule on June 8.

Community Council Turns 20 at Celebration 
The Midtown Ventura Community Council
celebrated 20 years of community service with a
barbecue and community gathering at Grace
Church on May 6.
 
About 100 people turned out, including Ventura
Mayor Erik Nasarenko, to celebrate the
community group's past and future plans for
Midtown Commons, a transformation of a city-
owned parking lot in Midtown.

 
The council served up hamburgers and hot dogs to mark the occasion. Several
members from the original board, which was formed in 1997, attended the celebration.
The MVCC was formed when Washington Elementary School, now Ventura County
Christian School, was slated for closure by the Ventura Unified School District.
 
MVCC Chair Karen Flock accepted a proclamation from an aide to Assemblywoman
Monique Limon, D-37th district, on behalf of the council.
Flock told the audience the council remains committed
to the "preservation, enhancement and revitalization of
Midtown."
 
A special thanks to  Tim, Sue and Dan Ludeman for
barbecuing the hamburgers and hot dogs for the event.
Visit here for more photos of the celebration. 

City Puts Brakes on Five Points Improvements
The Ventura City Council voted Monday to delay
pedestrian and bicycle improvements to the Five Points
intersection in Midtown.
 
Citing the need to focus staff resources on starting
repaving projects because of the damage to roads from
winter rains, the council voted 6-0 to reject all bids
related to the project. Councilman James Monahan was

absent.
 
City Council members indicated they expect the project to be completed but agreed
with City Manager Mark Watkins that getting repaving projects underway is a higher
priority for the staff's time.
 
The project at the intersection of Thompson Boulevard, Telegraph Road and Main
Street was expected to include two pedestrian cross with signals, two flashing beacon

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mvcc/
https://www.midtownventura.org/


crossing on Thompson Boulevard along with the construction of access ramps,
sidewalk and passages through the medians.
 
The city had applied for and received a $300,000 Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement grant to cover the $407,850  construction costs. Granite
Construction Co.'s bid was about 5 percent below the engineer's cost estimate.
Watkins asked the council to reject the bid because it did not receive City Council
approval to advertise.
 
Several people spoke, including the Midtown Ventura Community Council, urging the
city to send the project to bid soon as possible. In a letter to the City Council, the
board wrote, "We finally have a chance to correct a bad example from the last century
of how not to be pedestrian friendly. The plans to improve this intersection seem to
be very prudent and well thought out. We urge you to move this project forward and
send this out to rebid as soon as possible." (See the letter here.)
 
The Five Points intersection was identified as a major concern as part of a 2008
Citywide Mobility Plan. The project was originally bid in December 2014 but was
rejected when the bids came in higher than estimated and the city had to seek an
additional $250,000 in funding.
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NEXT MEETING
Thursday, June 8, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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