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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

A Note from Chair Cherie Egbert

♥️ What the world needs now… is love…
sweet love… ♥️

January brought many tumultuous events across our
country and around the world. We recognize that these are
heart-wrenching times for many, and that hope and healing
are needed. Here at the Midtown Ventura Community
Council, we strive to be a place of peace and connection,
where neighbors meet, relationships form, and community
is built one conversation at a time.

Now in February, with Valentine’s Day approaching, it’s a fitting time to nurture love,
kindness, and neighborliness right here at home. Healthy communities are created by
people who show up, listen, participate, and care for one another. Your presence and
engagement make midtown better.

We hope to see you at our next meeting on Thursday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. at Cooper
Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Ave. in Ventura. Here’s what’s on tap:

February Meeting Highlights

Community Safety Update
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Ventura Police Commander Edward Caliento will provide an update on recent events
in the midtown area. He has a unique ability to share important information in a way
that brings understanding, and even moments of humor, helping calm and connect our
community. Join us to stay informed and be part of the dialogue.

Mayor's Update
We are honored to welcome Ventura Mayor Dr. Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios, who will
share updates on recent City Council initiatives and activities and will be available to
answer questions. This is a valuable opportunity to engage directly with city leadership
in our welcoming environment.

Transportation

Caitlin Brooks, transportation planning program manager with the Ventura County
Transportation Commission (VCTC), will discuss a Community Traffic Calming and
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program currently underway. VCTC is exploring a
temporary demonstration project in Midtown in partnership with the City of Ventura.
Come learn about the ideas being considered and contribute your feedback.
Community input shapes these efforts.

~Cherie Egbert

March Meeting Highlights

Citywide Historic Survey 

We will discuss the current citywide Historic Survey at our Thursday, March 12
meeting.
The citywide historic survey is scheduled to come before the City Council for adoption
in April after an intensive street-by-street survey of 40,000+ parcels in the city over the
last few years. Quite a few people said they had not received notice of the survey so
the council will send out another notification by certified letters to owners of parcels
which were identified as potentially historic or contributors to historic districts before
making a final decision.
 
The citywide Historic Survey has been decades in the making, and may save
homeowners money whenever they want to make additions/alterations to properties
built since 1979. Most of midtown is over 50 years old and a few new historic districts
were identified which were never known before the survey.

For anyone who received a notice or who has questions about historic identification,
more information and a glossary of historic preservation terms is available
at www.sbconservancy.org.
 
~ Dan Long and Stephen Schafer (Schaf)﻿
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Upcoming Board Election

Also at our March 12 meeting, MVCC board elections will take place. The Nominations
Committee is seeking candidates — particularly individuals with experience or interest
in fundraising, growing membership and community engagement — to serve on the
board.

Serving on the board is a meaningful way to contribute to the future of midtown. If you
have ever considered becoming more involved, this is your invitation.

If interested, please fill out this form to connect. Share your why. The board at MVCC
will present a slate, and in addition will take nominations from the floor.

Any MVCC Council member may nominate an eligible member to a specific office. To
be eligible, a candidate must:

Be a current member
Have attended at least one meeting in the past year
Live within midtown boundaries listed on our website

Members nominated from the floor must be present to accept the nomination. To vote in
the election a current member must have attended one meeting in the last year.
Our diversity is our strength, and we warmly encourage your participation.

Become a Member!

If you live or own a business in Midtown Ventura, we invite you to join the community.
Membership is free, there is no obligation to attend meetings, and members have
voting rights. Becoming a member is one simple way to help shape the direction of our
neighborhood.

To join:

https://midtownventura.org/contact/
https://midtownventura.org/mvcc-boundaries/


1. Confirm eligibility by viewing the map with our midtown boundaries on our
website

2. Complete the membership form

Many Thanks to Christine Burke

Our board wishes to acknowledge Christine Burke, who resigned this January due to
work and travel commitments. Her contributions have been invaluable — most notably
by spearheading a Midtown Community Spruce-Up Day where business owners and
neighbors worked side-by-side to improve Main Street. In her personal work, she
travels the globe to assist communities in times of crises.

Christine truly has the heart of community in everything she does. We thank her deeply
and hope her example inspires many.  

~Cherie Egbert

Christine Burke and other volunteers at the spruce up day in 2019. Christine is wearing a black shirt and a cap, and

is standing directly to the right of the advertisement poster.

Save the Dates

March 12

Maruja Clensay from the City of Ventura’s Community Development Department
will present on the Historic Survey update.
MVCC Elections will also take place.

April 9
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Ventura Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Antonio Castro will discuss
the potential closure of schools due to declining enrollment locally and statewide.
Childhood Matters — a Ventura County nonprofit supporting children’s mental
health and well-being — will also present and share their work.

Your participation in these conversations gives more voice and perspective. We hope to
see you there.
 

Won’t You Be Our Neighbor? ♥️

In honor of the Valentine’s season of love and kindness, we will be providing treats for
attendees. We invite you to join us and connect with your neighbors.
~ Cherie Egbert
 
“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.”
— Jimi Hendrix

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 2/12/2026 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1) Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2) Police Report
3) Community Spotlight
4) Mayor's Update
5) Transportation Update
6) Reports (Time permitting)
a. Membership - Robert Mather
b. Community Pride and Revitalization – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
c. Historical – Dan Long
d. Media – newsletter, website - Arlene Martinez, Eric Berg
e. Business
7) Community Announcements
8) Closing

Next meeting: March 12, 2026 at 7 p.m.
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