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A Note from new Chair Cherie Egbert

Greetings Midtowners! Welcome to the April edition of our newsletter.

| would like to introduce myself to you as the new chair of the Midtown Ventura
Community Council (MVCC). | am grateful to have served our community as an active
member of the MVCC for 12 years, and | value the time spent with our wonderful fellow
board and community members. It is an honor to serve alongside an experienced board
that has given back so much to your community.

| originally joined MVCC because it offers an avenue to get more involved in our local
community and help make it even better! When we work together, we can have a more
positive impact. I've seen amazing things happen when we bring our community
together. And | am now excited to welcome our new board member, Patty Overley,
whose involvement will bring fresh ideas to our community conversations.


https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6d6aa111-d02d-4d99-8488-1674e03f775c

In today’s uncertain times, having more meaningful conversations is essential, and the
need for a strong and connected community is more important than ever. When people
have a sense of belonging, shared values, and acceptance, the components of a
healthy community exist. And where there is a healthy community, we all enjoy
individual health benefits. In fact, people are proven to be happier and live longer! Who
wouldn’t want that?

Connecting with our neighbors and being involved locally provides our best
opportunity to make a positive impact where we live, work, and reside.

At our upcoming meeting on Thursday, April 10, 2025 at 7 p.m.in Cooper Hall at Grace
Church, 65 MacMillan Avenue, you will have an opportunity to make an impact when
developer KB HOMES joins us to present information about a future housing project on
Vista Del Mar Drive at the former lemon packing plant adjacent to the railroad tracks on
the bluffs overlooking Seaward Avenue.

This is your opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and give input to the
developer.

In addition, we will welcome the Bike Ventura-Channel Islands Bicycle Club
Partnership,

which will share an exciting, healthy community engagement activity. They will
showcase their new bike program, Easy Rider, one of many free riding opportunities
that welcome public participation. Midtown resident Bill Faulkner will be joining us to
share more.

So please join in at our upcoming, in-person meeting, and let's continue to connect and
strengthen our community.

The full agenda is below.

Cherie Egbert



https://bikeventura.org/easy-rider/

Proposed site of the KB Home Del Mar project at 2325 Vista Del Mar Drive. Representatives from KB Home will be at
the April 10 Midtown Ventura Community Council meeting. Source: KB Home web site.

New Fire Hazard Maps Expand Zones in Ventura: What You Need to
Know

Instigated by the destructive and deadly January 2025 wildfires in Southern California
and an executive order by Governor Gavin Newsom, the State Fire Marshal and
CalFire

recently released new Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) maps across California,
including the city of Ventura and Ventura County. The updates significantly increase
areas of the city within fire hazard severity zones.
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Figure 1 . The proposed Fire Hazard Severity Zones map can be viewed here:
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones

This update affects Local Responsibility Areas (LRA) like Ventura, where the Ventura
City Fire Department is responsible for fire protection. Maps for areas served by
Ventura County Fire were updated and adopted last year along with other State
Responsibility Areas (SRA).

Fire Hazard Severity Zones are ranked as moderate, high, or very high depending on a
variety of factors including terrain, existing and potential vegetative fuels, predicted
flame length, blowing embers, fire history, and typical fire weather for the area.
Properties located in Fire Hazard Severity zones are subject to higher fire-resistant
building standards and defensible space requirements. Currently, Ventura

uses the 2007 Draft Fire Hazard Severity Zones to enforce those standards and
requirements in the High and Very High zones.

Using a comparative spatial analysis of the current FHSZ and the new zones issued by
the State, the new maps increase the area within the City of Ventura that is classified
as

either High or Very High by over 425 acres (3,876 acres total), an increase of over



12%.

These updates will affect all property owners across the city, and will have significant
impact on residential properties, particularly those properties that weren’t previously
located within the High or Very High FHSZ, but are now slated to be designated as
such. The proposed map will add over400 new residential parcels to either

the High or Very High FHSZ, increasing the total residential parcels within the two
highest FHSZ to over 6,600. Additionally, the proposed LRA map now adds over 500
residential parcels to the moderate zone.

With the new maps, over 27% of the City of Ventura now falls under the High and Very
High Fire Hazard Safety Zones.

The most significant map changes in Ventura occur on the west end where very high
FHSZ now extend into neighborhoods from the Ventura River to the west along with
expanded coverage from the hillsides.

In midtown, FHSZ now extend further from the hillsides down into the city, with
moderate zones even reaching Main Street and Loma Vista in a few locations. Within
the Midtown Ventura Community Council boundaries, 67 more residential parcels will
be in High or Very High FHSZ than previously designated.

Similar expansions of FHSZ extend into town well beyond the 2017 Thomas Fire burn
limits along the Ventura hillsides through the east end.

So...what does all of this mean?

Fire Hazard Severity Zones help guide regulations, planning, and preparedness efforts,
including:

1. Building Codes and Safety Regulations — Areas designated as High and Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the City of Ventura have stricter building
codes, requiring fire-resistant materials, defensible space around structures, and
other fire mitigation measures.

2. Insurance Considerations — Insurance companies use FHSZ designations and
other tools to assess wildfire risk when determining coverage and premium costs.
It should be noted that many insurance companies develop their own maps that
may differ from those produced by the state.

3. Land Use Planning and Development— Local governments use FHSZ maps to
guide zoning and land development.

4. Fire Prevention and Preparedness — The zones inform fire agencies, property
owners, and communities about necessary fire prevention efforts, such as
vegetation management and defensible space requirements.

5. Evacuation and Emergency Planning— Emergency responders use FHSZ

designations to plan evacuation routes and response strategies for wildfires.

With the maps just released, now is a critical time for public input prior to adoption.
“Public input is an essential part of this process, and we encourage residents to review
the map, ask questions, and share their feedback,” Ventura Fire Chief David Endaya
said in a March 25 news release.

Community input will be sent to CalFire to help finalize the map. The City of Ventura is
required to submit any refinements and officially adopt the final map by ordinance no
later than July 7, 2025.


https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3771

Residents can submit their comments online at cityofventura.ca.gov/FHSZ or via email
at fhrp @ cityofventura.ca.gov.

Note: The data presented in this article was derived from GIS data made available by
the City of Ventura and CalFire. For more information about the methodology used,
please feel free to contact me at ericihberg @ gmail.com.

-Eric Berg
|

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 4/10/2025 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1) Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2) Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department
3) Nonprofit Spotlight — Bike Ventura-Channel Islands Bicycle Club
4) KB Home Del Mar Project
5) Reports (Time permitting)
e a. Membership
e b. Community Pride — Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
 c. Historical- Dan Long
o d. Media — newsletter, website
e e. Business
6) Announcements
7) Closing

Next meeting: Thursday, May 8, 2025
Community News: Earth Day is April 22. When we take care of the planet, we take care

of ourselves. The Merito Foundation is hosting an Earth Day Festival at Plaza Park on
Saturday, April 19.

Website Community Resources
Pride

MVCC Board
O
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