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Photo: Karen Flock at the confluence of the Sespe River and Piedra Blanco Creek on New Year’s Day.

A Note from Chair Karen Flock

Greetings Midtowners,

Happy New Year! It was great getting
together for our annual holiday convening
in December.

We’ll be getting together again in person
for our general meeting in January. It will
be on Thursday, January 9, 2025, 7 p.m.
in Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65
MacMillan Avenue.

We’ll hear a public safety update from Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police
Department. The nonprofit spotlight will be on the Move In Project, with Midtowner
Kathy Powell explaining the program, which provides furniture and supplies for formerly
homeless folks who are entering permanent housing.

We’ve invited three City Council members, all of whose districts are partly in Midtown,
to join us:

returning Council member Doug Halter, District 2, who was elected Mayor Pro

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=b9d9cf1a-0957-46c1-926b-117b2afecc7b


Tem;
new Council members Ryyn Schumacher, District 3;
and Alex Mangone, District 7.

We’ll also hear committee updates.

Anacapa and Washington School Updates

The Ventura Unified School District (VUSD) held a Town Hall Discussion on December
10, 2024, about an upcoming Measure E bond project at Anacapa Middle School. The
project will include new perimeter fencing and gates, upgraded outdoor athletic
facilities, and a redesigned parking lot. The project will be designed by RNT Architects
and PCLD Landscape Architects.

Once the project is completed, the public will lose access to the school playground
areas. This is very unfortunate.

We cancelled the November 2024 general meeting because the Ventura Unified School
District had scheduled a special meeting for November 14, 2024 (our regular meeting
day) at 4:30 p.m. regarding Washington School. The meeting was cancelled at the last
minute.

The California State Historical Resources Commission was scheduled to make a
determination on November 7, 2024, on whether Washington Elementary School is
eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources, but that decision was
delayed until 2025.

The Commission’s next meeting is scheduled for February 6-7, 2025.

A Farewell - and a Big Thank You

The December 2024 issue of the MVCC Newsletter was the last one with Gregg
Mansfield as editor. Gregg has put his heart and soul into writing for and editing the
newsletter. We thank him for his professionalism.

Thanks also to Beth Mansfield for coordinating social media.

Much Ado in 2025

2024 was an interesting year. 2025 will be a challenging year:

Locally, what will happen at Washington School?
Can the City and the Ventura Unified School District work together to support
public use of open spaces at our local schools?
How can we work together to address the challenges facing unhoused people?
How can we address the affordable housing crisis?
What can we do to support urban greening?
Should Ventura have a “Dark Sky” ordinance?
How can we make our community more pedestrian and bicycle friendly, especially
on Seaward Avenue?
How can we address water issues?
What can we do to address climate change?
How can we build a stronger and more inclusive community?



We look forward to working together on these issues and others in the year ahead.

Karen Flock, Chair

The remodeled building at Main and Santa Cruz streets, where the Santa Cruz Market used to be.

 
New Year in Midtown

In the past several years a great deal of revitalization and enhancement has taken
place in Midtown. Shops, interior spaces, store fronts and buildings that house several
businesses have been remodeled.

It is exciting to see the rejuvenation on so many blocks that help to maintain the
walkability and sustainability of our neighborhoods. Many new businesses, along with
businesses that have moved or expanded here, are now thriving throughout Midtown.

When we first formed the Midtown Ventura Community Council back in 1997, our plan
was to “Save Our School,” Washington School. Our vision is still for the Preservation,
Enhancement and Revitalization of the Midtown area.

We have advocated for years for the preservation of the school and one of the best
ways to save historic buildings is the adaptive reuse of those buildings. It also usually is
the most sustainable way, by not demolishing and instead recycling the existing
architecture, and to strengthen the structures to comply with newer building codes.

-Dan Long



The recently renovated building at Main Street and Pacific Avenue, where the Red Cove Bar used to be.

The old Isensee Flooring building at Main Street and Chrisman Avenue adapted to the new Ventura Ranch

Market.
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Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 1/9/2025 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1. Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2. Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department
3. Nonprofit Spotlight – Kathy Powell of the Move In Project
4. Ventura Mayor Pro Tem Doug Halter and Council Members Alex Mangone and Ryyn
Schumacher
5. Reports

a. Membership
b. Community Pride – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
c. Historical- Dan Long
d. Media
e. Business

6. Announcements
7. Closing

Next meeting: Thursday, February 13, 2025
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