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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

A Note from Chair
Cherie Egbert

Greetings Midtowners,

Spring is in full bloom! After the
recent rains, our hillsides are alive
and have finally transformed from
brown to green, and California
poppies are abundant. If you would
like to view a gorgeous native plant
garden in full bloom, come enjoy
the Loma Vista Elementary School
native plant garden during non
school hours, such as the weekend, at the school's front entry on Lynn Drive. The
ocean-friendly native plant garden is in its prime color season and is gorgeous! Wow!

In other recent midtown news, Will Rogers Elementary School recently hosted a
marvelous STEM Family Science festival sponsored by the Ventura Council of PTAs.
To expand the learning opportunity even further, Pierpont Elementary also participated
in the STEM event. The PTAs goal was to recruit volunteers from the surrounding
community so fewer parents would need to volunteer, and more could enjoy the festival
with their kids. This successful collaborative community-school partnership event had
over 25 volunteers from the community participate! Even City Council Members Alex
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Mangone and Liz Campos came to help. Our MVCC board member Pamela Hazard,
taught about the bloodstream. What fun!

The families enjoyed interacting with their children and performing the experiments
together. “This hands-on event made my daughter more interested in science,” a parent
exclaimed. It appears that budding scientists are also blooming in addition to spring
flowers.

Midtown Ventura Community Council Board Secretary Pamala Hazard (left) teaches about the blood stream; retired

environmental engineer Vern Nostrup (right) teaches about energy and matter.

Speaking of news happenings, Community Memorial
Hospital CEO Mick Zdeblick and their architects will
be at Thursday's MVCC meeting to talk about future
plans for new infrastructure on E. Main Street.

In addition, midtown neighbor Liz Holbrook, a
volunteer with the Santa Barbara Wildlife Care
Network, will share her experience for our nonprofit
spotlight.

See you Thursday, May 8 at 7 p.m. at Cooper Hall, 65 Macmillan Ave.

The full agenda is below.

~ Cherie Egbert

KB Home's Del Mar Project Goes to the DRC on May 7

The City’s Design Review Committee will consider revisions to the KB Home's
proposed Del Mar project at 2325 Vista Del Mar Drive, and develop its own
recommendations for consideration by the Planning Commission and City Council.

The meeting is set for May 7 at 5:30 p.m. at the Community Meeting Room at City Hall,
501 Poli St.

In response to feedback from the DRC and members of the public, the builder has
proposed a number of changes. KB Home indicates it will provide responses to DRC
concerns voiced at a previous meeting as part of their public hearing presentation on



Wednesday.
 
Ways for the public to participate include attending the hearing, providing public
comment at the hearing, submitting public comment via email, and watching the
recorded hearing.

KB Home is proposing to build 215 housing units at a former citrus packing plant on a
15.2-acre site. It would have 125 single-family detached homes and 90 townhomes; 43
(20%) of the units would be affordable. The land is designated as Industrial Planned
Development, and is located in the Coastal Zone.

Read more at the city's website.

~ Robert Mather

Proposed site of the KB Home Del Mar project at 2325 Vista Del Mar Drive. Source: KB Home web site.

Prominent Historic Midtown Home Hits the Market

The Gould home, a Greene & Green home designed in 1924 and located in midtown
Ventura, is for sale. For $4.5 million it can be yours. The home is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, and is possibly the most historically significant residence in
Ventura. The landscaping was originally designed by Theodore Payne of California
native plants fame. The site of 1.75 acres is now a certified wildlife preserve.

The Gould home is listed on the National Register of Historic Places so you would
remain a type of curator of this wonderful piece of notable architectural history.

There is a conservation easement, which is a legal agreement between a landowner
and a conservation organization or government, that restricts the use of the land to
protect its natural and agricultural values. It essentially "puts a restriction on the land" to
preserve it in its current state or for a specific conservation purpose. Landowners retain
ownership of the land and can still use it, sell it, or pass it on, but the easement
restrictions remain in place forever.

There is a wonderful article of the Gould home in the April 10 edition of the VC Reporter
by Alex Wilson.

~ Karen Flock and Dan Long

https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05072025-3397
https://www.vcreporter.com/news/gould-residence-for-sale-historic-ventura-home-on-the-market-for-second-time-in-100/article_de91a083-0f17-477f-94ff-b467fc78f7d3.html


This home at 402 Lynn Drive, known as the Gould Residence, is listed for sale for $4.5 million. Photo: Karen Flock

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 5/8/2025 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1) Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2) Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department
3) Nonprofit Spotlight – Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network
4) Community Memorial Hospital
5) Reports (Time permitting)

a. Membership
b. Community Pride – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
c. Historical- Dan Long
d. Media – newsletter, website
e. Business

6) Announcements
7) Closing

Next meeting: TBD
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