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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

A Note from Chair Cherie Egbert

Goodbye 2025, Welcome 2026

The past year brought uncertainty for many in our
community, and the new year will continue to present
challenges ahead globally. While perspectives may differ,
we can all agree that safety, prosperity, and solid
relationships remain shared values. We are living in
uncertain times, but the strength of community—staying

connected, informed, and engaged—can make a meaningful difference. 

Ventura is so fortunate to have much natural beauty, being nested between the hills
and the sea. Spending time outside in nature can bring moments of calm, reflection and
growth. The Midtown Ventura Community Council wishes you a peaceful, healthy, and
prosperous New Year!

Upcoming Meeting Highlights

We hope to see you at our next meeting on Thursday, Jan. 8 at 7 p.m. at Cooper
Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Ave. in Ventura.

We will begin with a police update from Sgt. Chris Bridges, who will share
information relevant to the midtown area.
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Next, Sarah Abrams from the local nonprofit L♥️VE Ventura will join us. Their
organization focuses on inspiring community connection through giving and
service, working collaboratively with existing groups to strengthen Ventura as a
place to live, work, and play. Sarah will share how their work supports local
projects and how they may be able to assist organizations within our community.

Visit their website for more information.

The full agenda is below.

Washington School Property Update

As many residents are aware, the Ventura Unified School District has identified the
Washington School property, located at 96 MacMillan Ave., as surplus and available for
purchase. At our meeting, we will hear a presentation from St. Augustine's Academy,
which is interested in reusing the historic building as an educational facility. 

Ventura Housing is also interested in the site. The organization will provide a quick
update.

Community members will have the opportunity to ask questions during the meeting.
Additional proposals may emerge, and as the MVCC learns more, we will continue to
keep the community informed as this process unfolds for this beloved property.

In Remembrance: Marilyn Ann Keller

The MVCC would like to fondly
remember longtime engaged
member Marilyn Keller, who passed
away in June. Born and raised in
Ventura, Marilyn attended local public
schools before becoming a teacher,
instructing Art and Home Economics at
Berkeley Hall School in Los Angeles. She
was active in Ventura’s arts community
and historic preservation efforts.

Founding MVCC board member Dan
Long recalls her as “a vibrant, inquisitive
member.” Marilyn will be missed for her
spark, energy, and spirit. We are forever
grateful for Marilyn’s lasting contributions
to our community.

~Cherie Egbert
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Agenda
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Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 1/8/2026 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1) Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2) Police Report: Sgt. Chris Bridges
3) Community Spotlight: L♥️VE Ventura
4) Washington School update
5) Reports (Time permitting)
a. Membership - Robert Mather
b. Community Pride and Revitalization – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
c. Historical – Dan Long
d. Media – newsletter, website - Arlene Martinez, Eric Berg
e. Business
6) Community Announcements
7) Closing

Next meeting: February 12, 2026 at 7 p.m.
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