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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

A Note from Chair Cherie Egbert

🌸 Tis the season of renewal, fresh beginnings 🌸
Greetings Midtowners and Friends,

﻿🌱 Spring seems to have arrived early this year, it’s the
season of change, renewal, and Ventura is bursting with
beauty and new life all around us. If you haven’t yet visited
the new trailhead at 2085 Hall Canyon Road — right here in
our midtown — you’re in for a treat! Managed by
the Ventura Land Trust, this nature preserve is a wonderful
community asset and just one more reason we’re so
fortunate to live here (pictured: Cherie Egbert at the Ventura
Hills Nature Preserve).

This is a perfect time to get outside, meet your neighbors, and nurture your health and
well-being 🌱. Studies show that spending time outdoors in nature can help lower
blood pressure and promote a sense of calm — something we can all use a little more
of. 

It’s also a great time to connect with neighbors and strengthen our community.

﻿We invite you to join us for our general meeting on Thursday, April 9 at 7 p.m. at
Cooper Hall, at Grace Church, 65 Macmillan Ave in Ventura.

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/ventura-hills-nature-preserve


April’s Meeting Highlights

We have an informative and engaging lineup this month:

Ventura Police Commander Edward Caliento will provide a police update for
our neighborhood.﻿

City Manager Bill Ayub will introduce the upcoming City Tax Survey being
distributed this month. He’ll return to MVCC in May with a presentation on the
results.﻿

Shaleena Tareen from Childhood Matters, a local non-profit in midtown will
share how her organization supports the mental health and wellness of children
and teens. Their work acknowledges the importance of investing in youth today to
build healthier futures for families and communities. Learn about the many
resources and tools available to support the young persons in your life. ﻿

Dr. Antonio Castro, Superintendent of the Ventura Unified School District,
will discuss the potential closure of schools due to declining enrollment locally and
statewide. A district committee is currently reviewing this issue, and Dr. Castro will
share the latest updates and answer your questions. You may be wondering what
it will look like for students and neighborhoods if some schools close? This is an
important conversation for our community.

We hope you’ll join us, stay informed, and be part of the discussion.

🌳 Community Event

Ventura Tree Alliance Event
📍 Blanche Reynolds Park
📅 Wednesday, April 22, 2026, 10 a.m.
Come lend a hand and help keep our neighborhood green and thriving!



👋 Welcome New Board Member: Mark Sirota

Please join us in welcoming our newest board member, Mark Sirota!

Mark moved to the Lemon Grove neighborhood with his wife, Michelle, over 10 years
ago.  He is a retired engineer and project manager who worked at the observatory on
the big island of Hawaii and was involved with the telescopes.  Mark also coached
AYSO soccer for 12 years and founded a high school mentoring program whose
participants went on to win a state championship for electric go-karts.

Mark shares:
“Ventura is where I feel most at home. It’s an incredible mix of ocean, hillsides,
downtown, and neighborhoods—the diversity, the people, all without being
pretentious… I enjoy working with people, and I believe the best outcomes come from
collaboration.”



We are excited to have Mark on board and look forward to working together!

✨ A Moment of Reflection

Board member John Sanders Jones shared this poem, written over 30
years ago, which still feels meaningful today amid rapid change and
uncertainty. It’s a gentle reminder to pause and appreciate the good in our
lives:

Blessings

Blessings recognized are blessings multiplied.
Blessings acknowledged are blessings multiplied.
Blessings shared are blessings multiplied.

— John Sanders Jones
 
Thank you for being part of our Midtown community. We look forward to
seeing you soon!

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council General Meeting 4/9/2026 at 7 p.m.

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura

1) Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
2) Police Report
3) City Manager Bill Ayub Announcement
4) Community Spotlights: Childhood Matters, Shaleena Tareen
5) Ventura Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Antonio Castro
6) Reports (Time permitting)
a. Membership - Robert Mather
b. Community Pride and Revitalization – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden
c. Historical – Dan Long
d. Media – newsletter, website - Arlene Martinez, Eric Berg
e. Business
7) Community Announcements
8) Closing

Next meeting: May 14, 2026 at 7 p.m.
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https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
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